
 
Women Freemasons in and around World War 1 

 
Some of the important women’s military or quasi-military organisations of the Great War were founded by 
women who were Freemasons or who later became so.  
  
Several of the initiatives concerned with relief work during and after the First World War were led by upper class 
ladies, who were not only also Freemasons but in addition were able to utilise their influence, money and 
network contacts in both recruiting and in getting things done. These ladies of the upper classes who were also 
Freemasons saw in their relief work during and after the War a genuine opportunity of serving others by the 
practise of their Masonic principles.  
 
Marion Halsey – Grand Master  

v Looked to establish a Lodge for Servicewomen - she wrote …. ‘Among the large armies of women [war 
workers] there is no one organisation which can establish a close link between them all … Masonry alone 
can supply this want’ It was later decided to make the membership of the already active Lodge Harmony 
No 4 primarily for servicewomen. Although no longer a Lodge primarily for servicewomen, Lodge 
Harmony No 4 remains an active Lodge today. 

 
Evalina Haverfield founded: 

v the Woman’s Emergency Corps, the Woman’s Volunteer Reserve  
v The Green Cross Corps 
v Formation of the Lady Instructors Signals Company 
v founded the Serbian Soldiers’ Comforts Fund and worked in Serbia with the Scottish Women’s Hospital   

 
Mabel St Clair Stobart founded: 

v the Women’s Sick & Wounded Convoy Corps in 1907 to serve between field and base hospitals in the 
first Balkan War 

v And the Women’s National Service League in 1914 to provide assistance at home and abroad. 
 
Dame Florence Burleigh Leach CBE founded: 

v The Women’s Legion to enable the Women’s Volunteer Reserve to be accessible to women from all 
classes in society.  

v In 1917 she oversaw the WVR  move into the women’s Army Auxiliary Corps  
v In 1918 she was awarded a CBE and in 1919 was honoured as a Dame Commander of the British Empire 

 
Lucy Markham - Grand Master from 1938 to 1948.  

v From 1915 her house in Kent was used by the Red Cross as a military hospital 
v She and her husband donated services and coal towards the war effort 
v President of the local Ladies’ Committee of the Anglo Belgian Red Cross 
v Set up the first residential Women’s Active Service Club in Eaton Square, London in 1917 for 

servicewomen on leave from overseas. 
 
Charlotte Despard  

v Leader of the Suffrage organisation ‘Women’s Freedom League’ 
v President of the Women’s Suffrage National Aid Corps set up at the beginning of the war as a relief 

organisation to help women and children of the nation. 
 
Lilian Barker CBE 

v Superintendent, Munitions Factory, Woolwich Arsenal in 1916 
v Involved with the Central Committee for Women’s Training and Employment from 1920 – 1923 ‘to provide 

training for women whose opportunities for employment or training had been interrupted by the war’ 
Head of the Borstal Institution for girls in 1923 Lillian 

 
Lady Dorothy Haig -  Set up the Lady Haig Poppy Factory in Scotland  (now ‘Poppy Scotland’) to give financial 
assistance to ex-soldiers and the Royal British Legion. 


