Meet Melissa who joined
The Order of Women Freemasons in 2025

| have lived in Derbyshire all my life and | own my own business. |
have a country clothing company and | share a recycling company
with my husband. I’'ve got two grown up children and | enjoy
photography which I’ve done for my nearly 20 years. | have a great
love and interest for antiques and old things! | have a house full of
‘things’ I’ve found or rescued, | just love anything thatisn’t

new. When I’m not doing any of that, | am part of a BBC1 TV show
called The Bidding Room which I’ve done for 6 years now.

Over the last few years | have done a lot of community work and |
have been involved in lots of fund raising. | have a general passion of
just helping others and being able to make a difference. Steppingin
when others can’t. Afriend suggested that | should perhaps look into
joining Freemasonry as it might be something | might enjoy, so | made
contact with the Derbyshire Order of Women's Freemasons via the
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A few weeks later | met with a wonderful group of ladies for a chat who were not only very
welcoming and kind, they were interested in getting to know me more, and | was interested in
learning more about the fraternity. It was something | didn’t know much about. After abouta
year of some fun social events | was finally initiated into the craft.

My feelings leading up to that moment were all over the place. |was worried about making sure
| did everything right - | was really nervous because | did not know what to expect. | had so many
questions and | felt like | was going into the unknown. But on the day, before | began, everyone
put me at ease and it was very comforting. Whilst | felt worried, | was also extremely excited. |
knew it was going to be special and | just couldn’t wait to be part of it. So it was a real mixed bag
of emotions.

After the initiation ceremony, | felt on top of the world! It was the most unique but very special
feeling to be part of something so traditional and rooted in good values. Morally, it sat perfectly
with me and when | realised this, | knew that this was the perfect group for me and | knew |
wanted to learn as much as | could. | couldn’t wait to start my journey and become a Master
Mason.

So far, it has really helped me. I’ve been taking my own journey into self control and being a
better person. Since I’'ve joined I've seen a big difference in myself and my own

character. Always aiming to be the best possible version of myself, and subconsciously, acting
like I’'m representing the Freemasons at all times - it’s helped me make better choices. It’s also
helped me reflect on my mindset on how | act in day to day life. It’s certainly changed me for
the better and | am so excited and keen to learn more about Freemasonry, and moving forward
in a group with wonderful values, a hard thing to find nowadays.

| would 100% recommend anyone to join Freemasonry. It’s a very special fraternity where you
will feel right at home and have the privilege of gaining a wonderful bunch of friends from the
very start who help you to grow and become better people. There are not many groups that are
able to come together and have such a close knit bond. | also enjoy all the social events. I’'m



not usually the sort of person who goes out very much, but since joining, | have
had an amazing time at dinners and dances and it’s great to not only be learning
an ancient craft, but enjoying life too.




