Meet Melanie who is glad she became a
Freemason and looks forward to the years ahead!

“My name is Melanie ...... I'm in my mid-50s, have a grown up family,
the managing director of my care business and training academy and
I've always liked to volunteer.

I've done a lot of volunteering in the business world at local and
national level and it's always about what | can contribute with my
skills and knowledge and to support other people, support
communities, support my sector. When | stopped doing other
volunteering roles, | wanted to still volunteer for the benefit of the
community and others, but also to keep developing myself. So that
was why | thought of joining The Order of Women Freemasons. It

ticked all the boxes!
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| delayed deciding to join as over time different things happened with my
business and life and | became really busy but | still reflected on becoming
a Freemason so | contacted the lodge nearest to me again and through a
process decided to join. | met a member of the lodge initially for a cup of
coffee, nice and informal, and she made me feel at ease. | was then invited
to a social event to meet other members and | could also bring my family —
the members were very open, very easy and very welcoming.

What was it like leading up to my first ceremony?! Oh gosh, yes, | was ) _ : -
nervous but | trusted the people around me and | knew nothing bad was going to happen and
they were there to help me on a journey. On the day | was looked after and | felt really quite
privileged to be joining such an organisation. I've been on my masonic journey now for a few
years and have met some amazing ladies.

I'm already a reflective person, but since joining | think I'm now even more of a reflective person
with the things | learn and listen to .... and oh what a lovely community to belong to! Just such
kind people. Itis a good organisation to be part of for self growth but also for giving back.

You start to see pieces of the jigsaw along your journey and then more and more it makes sense.
It develops at a really nice steady pace.

Soyeah, itis and has been really super journey and I'm glad I've become a Freemason and look
forward to more years as a Freemason, more learning and more friends.”



