Meet Emily who joined
The Order of Women Freemasons in 2025

“l am a married mum of three and work in a training academy as a
tutor/assessor but have spent the last 10 years working in the field of
domestic abuse both nationally and locally. | read A LOT and hardly every
watch TV. If | ever have any spare time, | like to sew anything and
everything.”

e How did you first find out about the OWF?

“l have actually known about the OWF for maybe 30 years. Both my Dad and Grandad were
Freemasons although my Grandad especially was definitely of the opinion that women
shouldn't be Freemasons! | had grown up knowing how much both Dad and Grandad enjoyed
being Freemasons but it wasn't until my Dad passed away suddenly two years ago, that | gotin
touch with OWF to find out about joining.”

e How did you make your initial contact and what were your first impressions
meeting someone from the lodge?

“l made contact via the website and a member who lived near me got in touch. We met a
couple of times for coffee before | went through my first degree ceremony. | also attended a
couple of social events which were lovely and meant | had met a few people before my first
ceremony.”

e Describe your emotions during the lead up to your first ceremony and how did you
feel afterwards?

“l think | felt every emotion possible leading up to and during my first degree ceremony. | was
nervous, excited, scared and happy all at once. | was very much looked after during the
ceremony and made to feel very special. Everyone was incredibly supportive.”

e What are you already gaining by being a member and what are the best things about
it sofar?

“The most important thing | have gained is new friends! | have made some really great friends
since | have joined the lodge, both in my own lodge and already some new friends from other
lodges. | like the fact that everyone | have met is working on being the best version of
ourselves.”

¢ Would you recommend joining to someone and why?
“l would definitely recommend joining, without a doubt. Being a Mason is interesting,

challenging and exciting. It is a great way to meet new people and have some lovely meals out
wearing nice dresses too!!!!”



